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ORE and more it is evident that there is dire need 
for leadership among Catholics particularly in 
this country. Catholics have trailed along, in com- 
munity, state and nation in a timid sort of way, seem- 
ingly afraid of even the shadow of their Faith. Seldom 
indeed have Catholics boldly and courageously given 
by word or act evidence of the leadership which the 
good of Catholic people and other Christians of the 
country demanded. 

Formerly, one of the reasons for the dearth of 
leadership among Catholics was the lack of Catholic 
education. This reason can hardly be given any longer 
for there are hundreds of Catholic colleges and uni- 
versities in the land graduating tens of thousands of 
students every year. There are now hundreds of thou- 
sands of Catholic college graduates in the country. 

The young Catholic college graduate is capable and 
willing to accept leadership but he does not appreciate 
the problems which face Catholics in this non-Catholic 
world for approximately five-sixths of the people of 
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the world are non-Catholic. Every Catholic college 
graduate should understand world conditions, such as 
for instance, the persecution in Germany where the 
religious have suffered horrible indignities, where chil- 
dren have been torn from the arms of their parents 
and forced to chant the dogma of the Nazis, where for 
Protestant, Catholic, and Jew alike, religious freedom 
is only a wishful hope, where paganism is sweeping 
the country by means of the most insidious kind of 
propaganda which all but convinces the world that 
Catholicism has failed. 

The Catholic college graduate should understand 
why in Spain, brother has been stirred against brother; 
why blood has been shed in defense of the Faith and 
against it by men who should be Spanish Catholics; 
why fighting has been so vicious, and carnage so terri- 
ble, and why men have died in one camp gloriously for 
Christianity and in the other just as bravely if less 
gloriously against it. 

Let the Catholic college graduate know that Com- 
munist planning and propaganda have been clever, 
that at first in a small way they grew in Spain, feeding 
upon the discontent of, and the injustices to the masses, 
and that after slowly eating out the faith of the dis- 
contented people, Communism lifted its ugly head to 
destroy and kill. Espousing the red flag, men have 
become arch-demons of hate; they have attacked the 
Church; they have killed its priests; they have muti- 
lated its nuns; they have died with a curse upon their 
lips for nothing. Let the Catholic college graduate 
understand this thing which incites class against class 
in hate without pity. 


DoES NoT UNDERSTAND PRESENT PROBLEMS 


The Catholic college graduate too often exhibits an 
appearance of smugness and a sense of superiority. 
He writes of the past to a small audience which ap- 
plauds his verbosity, but he does not sufficiently under- 
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stand present problems and conditions; he does not 
seem to see or to care for the view of the man upon 
the street, in the factory, and in the humble home. 

While paganism and Communism are attacking the 
citadel of Protestanism, smugness and apathy are en- 
croaching upon the strength and faith of Catholics, 
particularly the more materialistically inclined. 
Asleep to the lessons of the past, ignoring the chal- 
lenge in Spain, Germany, France, Russia, and Mexico, 
Catholic Action, if there is any worthy of the name, is 
impotent and unorganized. 

A pointed criticism of Catholic education was made 
recently by a prominent non-Catholic educator to the 
effect that it was not Catholic enough. His suggestion 
was that Catholic education was imitating in an in- 
effective way the education of the State. That is a 
challenging criticism. A second criticism, that Catho- 
lic teachers and principals are untrained, may be set 
forth truthfully; many do not seem to understand the 
objectives of education. They are lost in a conglomer- 
ate of activities and busy work. They do not always 
teach children. Busy work, mis-application of effort, 
useless activity, and dawdling are permitted and even 
defended. The time has come for educators to evaluate 
objectives, materials, curriculums, and methods in the 
light of the child’s growth and development in char- 
acter as well as in intellectual achievement. 

The so-called activity movement has caused disci- 
pline to deteriorate in many schools. While in some 
cases the child is held responsible for his misdeeds, 
more often he is permitted to “run riot.” More disci- 
pline and responsibility must go with greater freedom 
and liberty. The home, the school, and the Church 
must look intelligently at the challenging problems of 
the youth if the Catholic Faith is tc be perpetuated un- 
obstructedly in this country. 

Every Catholic college graduate must be a teacher 
of children and men. The most important teaching can 
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be done with youth. Youth desires, yes, youth needs 
ideals, a high ideal, a great cause for which to strive. 
The moral of youth is that it lose itself in some great 
undertaking. 


A NEW CRUSADE FOR YOUTH 


Let youth be organized in a new crusade. Let them 
be intelligently led. Let their cause be good. Let 
them understand the values of kindness and peace. 
Let them see the worth of service in the ways of peace. 
Let them go to the “front” to serve God and uplift 
man, armed with intelligence, kindliness, love, service, 
with the only weapons which are worthy of the great 
causes for which we all must strive. 

Every Catholic teacher and Catholic man must 
know the objectives of youth, the goals of education, 
and the materials and the methods for the obtaining of 
these goals. Not only must the professional teacher 
teach, but every Catholic who has a college education 
should teach at least one boy, his own or some other. 
Boys need more than anything else, love, understand- 
ing, sympathy, friendship. 

The work of Father Flannagan of Boytown, Ne- 
braska is a most striking example of faith in boyhood 
and of what can be done for stray boys. According 
to Edward Doherty (Liberty, October 9, 1987) Father 
Flannagan has a 1,000 per cent batting average in his 
twenty years of experience. He knows that we have 
criminals because we do not like boys. He knows what 
boys need and what they like and he knows how to 
make the two coincide. He has worked with 4,000 
boys in twenty years and he has been successful in 
every case. He gives them culture and training in a 
vocation in his community, which has been built up 
on a half section of land ten miles west of Omaha. 
He teaches them morals; he shows them how to use 
their leisure, decently and properly. He teaches them 








go ch ue me Ge 


— 


oOo oOo fp QoQ cot oO eee eS 


} 

) 
i 
1 
be 
e 
n 











PLACE OF THE CATHOLIC COLLEGE GRADUATE 105 





music, art, literature, history. But best of all he 
teaches them to believe in God and in themselves. 

From the highways, the alleys, the courts, and the 
jails, he gets boy waifs, to send them back to society, 
responsible citizens. Fearfully, timidly, with misgiv- 
ings they come, of all creeds and sects and of none, to 
this Great Nebraska Citizen; courageously, manfully, 
and confidently they leave to face successfully a chal- 
lenging changing world. 

Catholic education needs men who, like Father Flan- 
nagan, not only know what to teach but how to teach 
in a way that boys will understand love and service. 
Understanding and not fear, love and not hate, intelli- 
gence and not ignorance, loyalty and not disloyalty are 
the ways for all youth, but youth must be led and not 
driven. To lead them is to guide them to discipline 
and control of self which are necessary for personal 
character and intelligent living; to drive them is to 
cause them to miss the highest goals of attainment. 


Must TEACH MEN 


A second great work of the Catholic college gradu- 
ate is to teach men. A fitting text is: “We must preach 
by rivers and in markets as well as in Synagogues.” 
Teaching adults may be divided into three classes of 
activity : talking, writing, and doing. The spoken word 
is potent; the written word is lasting; the Catholic 
act is the most powerful of all. 

In the home and on the street, we may converse; we 
may discuss intelligently the great truths of the Catho- 
lic Church. We can learn more about the Encyclicals 
and appreciate more fully the Truth so that we may 
explain intelligently the all-embracing teachings of 
the Church. In England, Catholics think, talk, criti- 
cize, and evaluate; they are unafraid. In America as 
in England, we must learn to teach without irritation. 

Street preaching in this country is a lost art to 
Catholics. Street preaching was used by the Church 
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in ages past; it is still practised in many countries. | 


England has given many converts to Catholicism 
through it. Steven A. Leven writing Jf Catholics 
Really Believe (America, May 23, 1936, pp. 154-5) 
tells how fifty individuals, priests, seminarians, lay- 
men, and laywomen were trained for street preaching 
and shows that this medium of teaching is worth while. 

The radio is a medium by which a pleasant voice 
may reach into the highways and byways. Instance 
the work of Father Gillis, Father Michael Ahearn, S.J. 
and Monsignor Fulton J. Sheen on the radio. Note the 


effect of the Catholic hour to which thousands of non- | 


Catholics listen. A simple straightforward message 
may fascinate and educate millions. 

Catholics who have a message and who can express 
it in writing, should write, not necessarily philosophic 








treatises, but truth which the man on the street can | 
understand. Pamphlets, books, articles about the is- | 


sues of the day are needed. Short pamphlets will be 
digested and read by a busy man when a long book 
will not be attempted. In many ways the article or 
the pamphlet has advantages over the speech or lec- 
ture. The spoken word dies with the sound of the 
voice but the written word may be forever recorded. 

Even more important than speaking and writing is 
teaching through example and action. The history of 
the Church in the Middle Ages is a history of action. 
Education was not an empty word. People were taught 
how to sow and plant, to reap and harvest. Similar 
active service would not be amiss today. Such service 
is being given by those who are willing to serve un- 
selfishly. It is received with great appreciation by 
those who need it. A good example of such service 
is that of Father L. G. Ligutti, who helped (according 
to the Missionary, October, 1987) make homes from 
hovels for miners in a mining district. In Granger, 
Iowa, eighteen miles northwest of Des Moines his 
project should lighten the hearts of those who would 
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learn how to help people; there Father Ligutti explains 
the change in the lives of the people. Formerly the 
miners lived in drab, unpainted, and poorly furnished 
houses, with dirty yards, unordered and unlovely. All 
of this has been changed. There are now fifty homes 
on 224 acres of ground. Thirty-three of them are 
homes of Catholic families. Credit unions have been 
established for their benefit; the people have become 
independent. Some of them raise wheat for spaghetti. 
Others cultivate corn and still others raise pigs and 
cattle. One, a Russian, has a contented cow and a 
well cultivated plot of ground which has done wonders 
in changing him from a radical. All have gardens. 
All use their spare time to advantage. The people 
really live and plan. They are better in body and soul. 


Must BE LEADERS 


It is a truism that an army moves on its stomach. 
It is just common sense that the man on the street and 
in the mining camp has a right to expect bodily sus- 
tenance. He wants a home, security, and health. He 
will be impressed with the agencies which help him to 
secure these things. If Communism helps him more 
than democracy to secure them, the chances are that 
he and his children will embrace Communism rather 
than democracy. If Catholic leadership helps the poor 
man, the poor man will follow Catholic leadership and 
he will become a part of a healthy Catholic organiza- 
tion. 

The Catholic college graduate must find his place. 
Favored in obtaining an education through the great- 
est of organizations he must give an account of his 
stewardship. He is able; he has capacity; but he needs 
guidance. For that guidance he must look of course to 
the clergy and also to some extent to educated laymen, 
laymen banded together in such organizations as the 
National Catholic Alumni Federation whose purpose 
is to instruct and develop Catholic lay leaders. 
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A challenge is thrown out to all Catholic college 
graduates, to all educated Catholics. It is this: shall 
the forces of Communism, Fascism, and paganism or 
the principles of Catholicism and Christianity prevail? 
If the latter are to prevail, it will not be because of 
force of arms but because of the intelligent Christly 
principles of peace. By thought, by word, by act, the 
Catholic college graduate must teach to save Catholics 
and to gain Catholics. Catholicism needs youth, strong, 
enthusiastic, educated, trained, if it is to attain any 
degree of success in the conflict with paganism and 
Communism. 

The victory will be to the side which prepares, 
plans, strives, sacrifices, and gives of their life’s 
strength. The Catholic college graduate must not fail. 
The responsibility of his leadership in this greatest of 
all conflicts must be accepted by him personally. 
Trained to think intelligently, to act courageously and 
courteously, and to live honestly in the Grace of God 
he cannot fail. 






Aim of Youth Program 


RT. REV. MsGr. MICHAEL J. READY 


Address delivered over an N.B.C. network as part of the “Call 
to Youth” program of the N. C. W. C. Reprinted from 
the N. C. W. C. News Service. 


HE “Call to Youth” program is designed both for 

the inspiration it can give the young people of 
today as well as for an exercise in adult education 
which it offers to leaders and counselors of youth ac- 
tivities. Everyone believes in youth’s tremendous 
potentialities. Thoughtful citizens are eager to help 
youth find the safest channels for developing its powers 
and insuring its own and society’s welfare. 
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YEARNING TO Do SOMETHING 


There is a special heartening challenge in the state- 
ment of Our Lord charging us to “be doers of the word 
and not hearers only.” It suggests a necessary time 
for instruction and learning, pointing towards a prac- 
tical exemplification of the teaching imparted. More 
than that, the injunction quite definitely tells us that 
we must participate in the actual work of building up 
the Kingdom of God on earth, “of doing the truth in 
charity” as Saint Paul describes it. 

It is quite likely that young people, especially stu- 
dents in school, are yearning for an opportunity to do 
something. It is not an unusual symptom of impatient 
adolescence that eloquent criticism is expressed against 
the slow processes of “hearing,” which we understand 
to mean education in a general sense. Most young 
people suffer tedium from not having present oppor- 
tunities of really doing something. The self-discipline 
required to curb that ambition judiciously is a very 
necessary element for success in life. For we are not 
urged to do just anything and to waste our energies 
in mere rotary motion but we are enjoined to be doers 
of the word, doers of the truth, doers of deeds which 
fulfil our human dignity and merit a destiny of hap- 
piness. 

The very word “deeds” carries a rather heroic note. 
Deeds are not in a class of ordinary accomplishments. 
They signify something inspiring, thrilling and likely 
enough to mean to us some great, breath-taking achieve- 
ment. When we put the phrase “Doers of Deeds” I 
would wish you to think of giving an extraordinary, 
fine, noble service. Not that all of us or, indeed, many 
of us will be called to do unusual tasks but our happi- 
ness in life will depend greatly on the zest we have for 
doing our usual homely and obscure duties to the very 
best of our abilities. 
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CENTER POINT OF ATTACK 


Youth is not criticized because of any lack of ideal- 
ism. But youth today, as youth yesterday, frequently 
has difficulty evaluating a true idealism from cleverly 
popularized superficialities. Youth is subjected to 
much more of that kind of appeal today than yesterday 
because certain well devised safeguards have broken 
down in both the home and school and because exceed- 
ingly attractive agencies of amusement and instruction 
have selected youth as a center point of attack. 

The whole aim of our youth work, then, is to pre- 
serve for youth, opportunities of true idealism. Nothing 
so irreparably destroys those opportunities as the preva- 
lent, taken-for-granted standards of the rampant 
naturalism and materialism of the time. Religious 
truth and the soul-satisfying spiritual ideals which 
flow therefrom are considered as out-moded as the 
horse and buggy. Moral principles are regarded much 
the same as the cruel rituals of an aboriginal tribe. 
The omniscience of an intelligence fashioned by god- 
less education is considered quite sufficient as a norm 
of morality. Power, influence and material success 
are all the heaven or hereafter a man need strive for. 

In this maelstrom of contradiction youth needs in- 
telligent and sympathetic guidance and encourage- 
ment. It is precisely for this purpose that you are 
urged to organize youth work and give to it something 
more than an interest in a hobby. To do it well you 
must know youth, youth today not of yesterday. You 
must know youth’s educational environment and his 
abilities and ambitions. You must see youth in his 
home which perhaps has suffered much during the diffi- 
cult past years; know his companions and recognize 
in him and them the worthy men and women of to- 
morrow. Play with them, work with them, study with 
them and especially pray with them for the preserva- 
tion of those spiritual qualities which mean the dif- 
ference between defeat and victory. Those engaged in 
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the encouragement and direction of youth are indeed 
doers of worthy deeds. 


LINCOLN Is INSPIRATION 


Every American today gladly acknowledges the 
simple yet noble greatness of Abraham Lincoln. The 
youth of our land well might consider the standards 
on which were molded the character of this great 
patriot. Men of various political convictions might de- 
bate the wisdom of Lincoln’s policies but none impugn 
the honesty, the modesty and piety of his character. 
Poor and humble by birth, enduring hardships which 
few now are forced to bear, Lincoln made opportuni- 
ties for helping himself and getting an education. His 
courage and self-sacrifice stand as an inspiration for 
all who would use well the plentiful blessings of this 
nation. His sympathy and patience, his forbearance 
and magnanimity are qualities which all of us might 
imitate in these days of growing hatred and recrimina- 
tion. They are virtues which we like to think of as 
American. In Lincoln we see the fine wholesomeness 
of a truly great man, a doer of great deeds. 

It is perhaps undignified to turn from the contempla- 
tion of Lincoln’s true greatness to moralize on the 
danger of accepting hero-standards from the ballyhoo 
prophets of today. Their denial of man’s moral worth 
and spiritual greatness makes them fall back on the 
build-up technique and created glamour needed to give 
fleeting fame to commercial heroes. Genuine honesty 
and true nobility do not need pretense and bluff. 

Do you recall the dialogue in reference to Marco 
Polo’s selection as the one best suited to convert the 
great Khan to the Christian Faith? Marco by some 
was thought too young for the important task but his 
father argued in favor of youth, “for,” said he, “it is 
not only the old that are religious. The young are, 
too; but there’s a difference. The religion of old men 
is reason and translation; the religion of the young is 
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a burning cloud. The Tragedy of the Bitter Tree of 
Calvary is not a symbol to them, but a great reality, 
and their tears are not of the spirit only, but of the 
body too.” 

It is that spirit in youth we must preserve, a spirit 
which compels them adventurously to serve God and 
their fellow man with their whole heart, whole mind 
and whole soul. 


Youth and the Catholic Press 


VINCENT DE PAUL FITZPATRICK 
Reprinted from Catholic Action, February, 1938. 


| ghee sixteen years of Catholic newspaper work 
and sixteen years of personal contact with my 
friends in the Catholic Press Association, I am con- 
vinced that the hands of the parochial, school pupils 
and the Catholic high school students hold the future 
of our Catholic press. 

If we of the Catholic press, if our priests and the 
members of our religious Sisterhoods and Brotherhoods 
—yes, if the members of our Hierarchy—have made 
one mistake in seeking to develop the Catholic press, 
it has been the mistake of speaking mainly and directly 
to our Catholic adult population. Not that such part 
of our Catholic population does not need such speak- 
ing to, but we have failed to see that it is a hard task 
to change the mentality of those whose mentality has 
been for years in the same rut, harder to swim against 
the current than with the current. 

It is necessary to swim against the current these 
days—against the current of false philosophy, against 
the current of selfishness, indifferentism, against the 
teachings of those who advocate birth control and 
sterilization of the “mentally unfit,” against the cur- 
rent which is sweeping onward the flood of pictorial 
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and printed filth, against the current of Fascism exist- 
ing among secular education proponents and others 
in this country. But we Catholics cannot learn to 
swim against the current which tries to sweep Catholic 
thought and American ideals away, unless we have 
been taught to swim with the current of Catholic 
thought as we find it in the Catholic press, as well as 
in the Catholic school and Church. .. . 

We protest against a sex teaching in schools which 
concerns only the utilitarian and ignores the moral 
aspects of sex matters, which shies at the mention of 
the word “sin.” No matter what our protests, we are 
called un-American. Only those who appoint them- 
selves to run the public school system, to dictate to 
political candidates and to direct the various state 
assemblies or legislatures, are Americans. 

When we protest against the beclouding of the 
mind and the searing of the heart of youth by those 
who ask our junior college students to aid in birth 
control propaganda and sterilization, we are told to 
keep quiet. 

We Catholics who are branded as un-American are 
the ones who are trying to preserve our country, who 
believe with George Washington that no nation can 
prosper if it rejects the teachings of God, flouts the 
laws of nature, adores the god of selfishness, and places 
personal and individual comfort above the smile of a 
babe in his cradle. 

The longer I live, and the more I read the books 
of so-called Liberals or listen to their mouthings, the 
more I am convinced that the Catholic, by virtue of 
his training, is logical and the so-called Liberals are 
illogical. 

There are editors, and others, who brand as il- 
liberals all who protest against printed and pictorial 
filth, against dirty stage shows, against the glorifica- 
tion of divorces; the liberals are they who would let 
down the bars to every destructive tendency. 
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But what has all this to do with my appeal to the 
teachers in our Catholic grade schools and high schools? 
All of us who have read much, studied much and 
heard much, must be convinced by this time that 
though the true Catholic mind is the logical mind, the 
sad fact remains that we have few members of the 
Catholic laity who can address meetings, and expose 
as the Fascists those who are directly and intentionally 
antagonistic to Catholic thought. Members of the 
Hierarchy and pastors of churches are warning our 
Catholic people against Communism and other evils. 
What response are they getting? By repeating, over 
and over again, their warnings, and through the aid 
of the Catholic press and pulpit, in most instances 
they get a handful of people to attend lectures on 
Communism. 

But how many among our 20,000,000 or more 
American Catholics can answer the arguments in their 
offices, in the factories, in their lodge-rooms, of the 
well trained Communist supporters? How many, I ask 
again, among our 20,000,000 Catholics are trained, 
logical speakers? 

Is anyone to blame? There are thousands to blame. 
To be perfectly frank, our Catholic schools are in 
some part to blame. Do not mistake me. The Catholic 
school is the best preserver and custodian of the Faith. 
If we had had Catholic schools in all parts of the 
South and in many parts of the West a century ago, 
the Kellys, the Sullivans and others who are going to 
Protestant churches would be kneeling at the Com- 
munion rail. 

And if our parish school system were in opera- 
tion in some other countries, not so many would be so 
negligent in their religious duties. But the fact is that 
the Catholic press has been ignored too much in our 
parish schools and in our high schools. How often 
are Catholic pupils in the grade schools and Catholic 
students in the high schools told to read particular 
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Catholic books or magazines or Catholic papers? I'll 
amend that question—How often were they asked to 
read such publications in the past? There has been 
an improvement in recent years. 

How many questions pertaining to Catholic atti- 
tudes or events have been asked in the current history 
examinations? How many students in our high schools 
and colleges are asked to write reviews of Catholic 
books, or reviews on special articles, editorials, etc., in 
our Catholic publications? How many symposiums 
have been held dealing with Catholic literature? 
Things, I repeat, are improving in this respect, but so 
much ground has been lost that we have a long way 
ee 

We Catholic editors, for the most part, are realiz- 
ing that we must mix with our more substantial food 
for our readers, stories of interest to children, sports 
stories, features for women. Once you get someone 
reading a Catholic magazine or newspaper, he will go 
from the lighter food to the more substantial. The 
young readers of today will be the Catholic leaders of 
tomorrow. 

We call the attention not only of the teachers but 
of the pastors, the leaders of the National Catholic 
Educational Association and the Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine, to the good they can do by advis- 
ing more interest in the Catholic press. 

Surely, we are not asking too much of our pastors 
and their curates when we request that they refer 
briefly every Sunday to one or more articles of inter- 
est in the Catholic press. I know one pastor who has 
done so for years, and the number of readers of the 
Catholic press in his parish is exceptionally high... . 

We must not forget that while we of Mother Church 
have the Catholic heart that enables us to preserve the 
Faith, we need the Catholic mind to strengthen the 
weak and to bring others to the Faith. 

















Catholic Youth Manifesto 


Reprinted from Wisdom, February, 1938. 


I.—“The immense number of property-less wage- 
earners, on the one hand, and the abundant riches of 
the fortunate few, on the other, is an unanswerable 
argument that the earthly goods so abundantly pro- 
duced in this age of industrialism are far from rightly 
distributed and equitably shared among the various 
classes of men. 


“The whole economic life has become hard, cruel 
and relentless in a ghastly manner.”—Pius XI, Quad- 
ragesimo Anno. 


II.—We believe that this state of affairs denounced 
by the Pope is as true of our own country as of any 
other. It is in our country that the industrial system 
took its rise and ruthlessly developed. The effect has 
been, as the Pope indicates, to create a new class of the 
property-less, the proletariat. This class, immense in 
numbers, is for all practical purposes enslaved, since, 
although it is nominally free, it has in reality to choose 
between whatever wages the capitalist thinks fit to 
give and starvation. It is to secure social justice for 
this dispossessed class that we work. 


III.—We recognize that in the present time many 
solutions are offered. In particular we recognize and 
reject the totalitarian state which, under various 
forms, while assuring security to the worker, claims 
absolute and undivided obedience from him and takes 
away his liberty. 

116 
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IV.—As Catholics we have no political or economic 
program. We support all efforts to promote social 
justice, no matter by whom they are made. But we 
hold that such efforts are bound to prove unsuccessful 
unless they have the price of divine charity to sustain 
them. It is in the spreading of this divine charity that 
we see the Catholic contribution. 


V.—We believe that the Catholic Church is the 
Mystical Body of Christ. It is therefore meant to be 
visible to the world, not merely as manifesting the life 
of Christ in the individual, but primarily as the unit- 
ing force of social units. It is by such Christian com- 
munities showing to the world their solid fraternity in 
Christ that the world was once regenerated ; we believe 
that through the power of Christ it is in this way that 
society will be regenerated in our time. 


VI.—The Pope has said that the apostolate of the 
worker must be undertaken by the worker. Only those 
who live in the same conditions can understand each 
other and speak the same language. Our aim, there- 
fore, is to form in each locality a nucleus of Catholic 
workers who shall be trained to this apostolate. This 
nucleus shall draw to itself in time as many comrades 
as possible in the locality. Thus the cells will grow, 
and when the cells from each district unite the action 
of Catholic workers will become a movement. 


VII.—The primary purpose of our program, as 
Catholics, will be to deepen the realization of our relig- 
ion in ourselves and as a group and to see all the appli- 
cations of our Faith in common life. In this way we 
shall build up our social doctrine. Our basic principle 
is that through the Sacrament of Baptism we are made 
co-heirs of Christ and sons of God. The social doc- 
trine that follows from this fact is that until the con- 
ditions of life for the workers are made worthy of 
the sons of God they suffer an intolerable injustice. 
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VIII.—We realize that in our time, living in the 
midst of practical paganism, it is extremely hard to 
live the full Catholic life, particularly to live it as a 
group. We need, therefore, the constant assistance 
of retreats in which we may have both the time and a 
suitable environment to realize more deeply the truths 
of our religion and for prayer which is the absolute 
necessity for our campaign. Further, we shall try in 
every way to share together in the sacraments of the 
Church, wherein our corporate unity is specially mani- 
fested. Every sacrament affects not merely the in- 
dividual but the whole body. Thus through baptism 
a new member is born into the Christ-Body, and we as 
members of that body shall endeavor to show that we 
realize that it affects us by attending together, having 
the ceremonies carried out in full, and explained to 
and understood by all. In particular we shall endeavor 
to express and realize our corporate unity by offering 
together the corporate Sacrifice of the Mass and by 
receiving together its fruit, the Holy Communion, 
whereby “we being many, are made one.” 


IX.—Our study will be divided into two main sec- 
tions. In the first we shall study the main doctrines 
of our Faith and see how these have consequences in 
practical life and how together they give us a general 
view of life, a Catholic view of the world. Secondly, 
we shall study the general principles of political and 
economic life, the theory of the State and of the vari- 
ous factors that compose it. We shall refer especially 
to modern theories and make particular note of the 
theories of the Communist and of the Corporate State. 
Further, we shall make a thorough acquaintance with 
the conditions of our locality, its industrial conditions, 
the various efforts towards reform, and the program 
of the different parties. Members of the group will 
report on the conditions of their own occupations, and 
attend the principal political meetings and report on 
these. 
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X.—As a result of these two sections of study, 
coupled with the vision given in the retreats and cor- 
porate worship, the group will gradually learn— ‘ 


to see the situation in which they live; to judge, ' 
i. e., having grasped both the Catholic position and 
the position of those outside the Church, they will 
be able, by comparing the one with the other, to 
judge the validity of any scheme that may be pro- 
posed to deal with the situation of our time; to act 
by first living a Christian social life amongst them- 
selves, and secondly by advocating their doctrine 
as the true solution of modern evils. The life must 
be first lived, the life of a Christian group, then 
comes action—that action will be Catholic Action. 


The Mass : 


Why is the Mass not appreciated as a power for 





good in peoples’ lives? Because they have not learned 
to apply it to the solution of their moral problems. 
They have thought of it perhaps as a blind act of Sun- 
day morning worship, only for a half hour, and for 
themselves and their God. Once the social character 
of the Mass is realized it is bound to make a new high 
in Catholic social life. Once the dignity of man, be- 
cause of his connection with Christ, is realized we can 
expect to see a new high in morals.—(Gualbert Bruns- 
man, O.S.B., in The Grail.) 






















Native Clergy 


Reprinted from Catholic Missions, January, 1938. 





M°RE pressing each year becomes the need for na- 

tive priests as is shown in the recent significantly 
striking words of Archbishop Costantini: “If the 
storm of Bolshevism or madness should break over our 
missions, or if foreign missioners in a country should 
be massacred or expelled, what could save Christianity 
there? The native clergy would save it. They may he 
similarly persecuted, but they cannot be expelled as 
foreigners.” Had the need for native clergy been s0 
realized when Christianity was first established in 
Japan, it is perhaps not too much to say that today we 
would be speaking of Catholic Japan. 

Tremendous was the impetus given to this work, 
when the great Pope of the Missions, our own Pius 
XI consecrated native bishops. A great hindrance of 
conversions is the idea that the Catholic religion is an 
article of foreign importation, and hence in order to 
become a Catholic one must, as it were, be “de-natural- 
ized.” Such a thing has never been the thought or aim 
of the Church. ‘She has never allowed,” says the Holy 
Father, “her missioners to become political instru- 
ments in the hands of worldly powers. Every century 
of history bears open testimony to the fact that she 
adapts herself to the spirit of every nation, and to each 
form of government .. . like a loving mother, the 
Church extends this feeling of respect to the mannezs 
and customs of different peoples.” 





